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Washington, June 27.—The views of Gen. Maxwell D.
Taylor on the kind of-war that would flare up over Berlinﬁ

are worth reexamining because ifi his new post as militarvi

adviser to President Kennedy his influence will be felt on
every grave decision made_tokm‘é‘ét;a cold-war crisis. -
Taylor’s views wele explessed mgst clearly in 1959, when he was
Army chief of staff gud, we were i the midst' of another Berlin
crisis. In essence; hisTgxpert opinich was that hostilities, at least at.
: the outset, would” amgunt to a. _: —
: limited war. If the Rugstans com-
mitted only theéir sdtellite troops,
we would win with oui conven-
tional forces, e
His festimony wag before
Senate’ ‘Preparedness  sul
mittee. In reply to 'a question as
to whether “you can’ defend your-
self against -the Russiang plus
their satellites,” Taylor’s obvious
vreSponse was no, not without use
' of nuclear weapons. e
But before passing “delib-
Ierately to unlimited atomic war”
. he suggested to the committee, by
| implication at least, that Moscow
should be given a last chance for
“it certaiply seems to me that, as
both sides of the contending power
bloes come to have the reciprocal.
capability “of = destroying ;each
- other, neither side is going to
embark on a general atomie war
if they can possibly avoid it.” .
This ~ insight into Taylor’s
thinking is helpful in trying to
determine . his stance, as Ken-
nedy’s aid, as he faces up to the
new - Berlin. threat. Conferences . :
among the Western Allies are just about to get under way to de-
termine ‘our military posture in another Berlin showdown, as well zs
over-all policy in diplomatic negotiations, . .
And it is being pointed out that the President’s announcement
that he was bringing Taylor"'int'q t;h%:._White House was undoubtedly
iy

timed with another purpose in-. fo warn Nikita Khrushchev
s military plans for war, it

His job a big orie’

e pon simn

" that the Administration is- fask
' necessary, over Berlin. LSl
The Soviets may hot be particul ly. impressed hecause Kepnedy
now has-at his right hand probably. the most intelligent military
brain. But they are impressed certainly>becguse Thylor commanded
the Berlih garrizon in 1949 and 1950 aftef the airlift crisis. -
As the President’s adviser;” Tavier gets a title that actually
“eould be bestowed on a_flunky, for “military- represeniative of the
" President” doef hot necessarily veflect the duties of “the office. Ag
: the Pentagon brass knows, or has grounds for stromgly suspecting,
¢ Taylor is in such an ihfluential spot that the.most appropriate title
i could well be -deputy . commander-in=chief sof the nation’s armed’
' forces, i T R T ke S,

Needed on Expert at His Side ,
It will not be acknowledged by the White Ifo'gse, buf the decision
- to bring in.the retired general came to a head after the Cuban

‘ fingsco. Kennedy learned the hard way then .that advice from the

fJoint Chiefs of Staff is not firm, clear advice, but the qualified _}'gir;d
' bound to oW from ‘any military group and amounting te.4 com-
[ FA- ;

. promise of varying opinions.
| Increased rivalry among the services, Teac

[ 2R

. .
inte the Joint

opinion g1 the inability «f
g, theit Tole of “principal

| Chiefs of Staff itself, had resulted i
| the Joint Chiefs to fapction prope
I military advisérs to the President.”
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i chiefs, Gey, 1

+intelligence level has now become clear:

«f its failures. It will he
~ : pasisﬂ_ﬂfm : )ix
-Gen, Maxwell D. Taylor 0 existence, and suspect that if
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i Otherwise, it would not haye been necessary to name Taylor.

If the President felt he Jrgently needed sound military advice,
either on the palicy or strategic;level, andefelt confidence in Pentagon

tiyman Lemnitzer, “chairman of the Joint Chiefs was
handy, or ‘Defense Secretary McNamara, B .

Kennedy;"sf course, by naming Taylor, has thus given notice,
te' both MeNamara ahd ‘Lemnitzer that they are not able to give
‘bim the kind of advice that he wants. - o E :

- CID Under Fire From Kénnedy =~

The fact that Taylor will glso advise the President on intelligence:
matters is_significant, and also traces back to Cuba. =7 wenemii |
The President feels strongly that the Central ‘Intelligence Agency:
under. Allen Dulles let him. downa in that embarrassing instance and
this aleo had to be straightened out, - .

i Taylor, along with Dulleg and Attorney General Robert Kennedy,
- has been investigating the funetioning of the secret agency at the
President’s request; An.oral report has' been submigted, What it
recommends in detadl is any one’s gliess’ but Taylor’s role on the

. From the White Houge, he will 'opénate_;i%“the-top collectoF of
Vntelligence matetial-3hat available from the secret agencies of the
armed services- atid.the State Department,-as. well_as the; CIA, He
will pass on tothe President what he considers impértant and at the
same time give his own estimate of the reliabality of the information.
He will netfultimately be named tq siceeéd Dulles as CIA chief, but
that agency, anyway, will be sbmewhat downgraded. It will be solely’
an intelligence -operation ‘and will not, hereafter be entrusted. with
cloak-and-dagger assigninents, #ich as arranging revolutions,
Taylor Will Coordinate Intelligence

Fromrhow on when this government decides, that ‘eur cold-war:
requirements necessitate p¥omoting this type -of violence, the job
will be done 80 .sub rosa that it is hoped neither our allies nor!
enemies will know'whit we are ‘doing. And if they do suspect, it is
hoped that they Will not be ableto finger the agency we are’ using.

As the CIA functions under this program,-it will be under orders
to be tolally under coyer, to stop Jeaking tips on its ekploits, denials

¢ supposéd to operate on such a hush-hus

e nation’s capital will starf wondéring whether it js still-
i‘%’ls, it has moved somewhere far

~
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